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not fraudulent, of the Nawab of Arcot, that ... the Ministry of 1784 decided that they should all, whether fraudulent or not fraudulent, receive their demands.5911
"Paul Benfield is the grand parliamentary reformer. What region in the empire, what city, what borough, what country, what tribunal in this kingdom, is not full of his labours? In order to station a steady phalanx for all future reforms, the public-spirited usurer, amidst his charitable toils for the relief of India, did not forget the poor rotten constitution of his native country. For her he did not disdain to stoop to the trade of a wholesale upholsterer for this House, to furnish it, not with the faded tapestry figures of antiquated merit, such as decorate, and may reproach, some other Houses, but with real, solid, living patterns of true modem virtue. Paul Benfield made, reckoning himself, no fewer than eight members of the last Parliament What copious streams of pure blood must he not have transfused into the veins of the President. . . .
"For your Minister, tliis~ worn-out veteran (Benfield's agent) submitted to enter into the dusty field of the London contest; and you will remember that in the same virtuous cause he submitted to keep a sort of public office or countinghouse, where the whole business of the last general election was managed. It was openly managed by the direct agent and attorney of Benfield. It was managed upon Indian principles and for an Indian interest. This was the golden cup of abominations . . . which so many of the people, so many of the nobles of this land, had drained to the very dregs. Do you think that no reckoning was to follow this lewd debauch? That no payment was to be demanded for this riot of public drunkenness and national prostitution? Here you have it, here before you. The principal of the grand election manager must be indemnified. Accordingly the claims of Ben-field and his crew must be put above all inquiry."18
An account of what happened to Madras under the British Land Administration system may profitably be preceded by a brief description of the condition of things before the British took charge of the country. It appears from the reports made by the Committee of Secrecy that had been appointed by the Court of Directors (originally in 1775, abolished in 1778, revived in 1783) to inquire into the state of the Northern Circars in the Madras Presidency, that land in that part of the country was held partly by Zemindars and partly by cultivators direct under the ruling authority. In the fifth report of this inquiry is given an account of the village community which is too valuable to be omitted.
"Mill's History of British India, Book VI, Chap. I l*Burke* speech on the Nawab of Arcot's debts